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Mayor Mehmet HARMANCI 
Biography

Mehmet Harmancı was born in 1977 in Nicosia. He graduated from the Turk Maarif College and the Eastern Mediterranean University (EMU), Department of International Relations. During his university education, he took an active role in the EMU-KOB (EMU Cypriot Students Union). Harmancı completed his Master’s degree on EU and Politics in Liverpool at the John Moores University. 

He started his political life in the Communal Liberation Party (TKP), later he became the General Secretary of the TKP and Peace and Democracy Movement (BDH) Youth Committee. 

Harmancı served in administration of the NGOs and international associations while he served as the director and coordinator of various EU funded projects in northern Cyprus. Between 2005-2008, he worked as the General Director of a private tourism company located in northern Cyprus which was selected many times as the ‘Best Tour Operator’ by various hotels.

In 2008 he was invited to the “European Young Leaders” program in America. He also worked as the project manager of the bicommunal “Engage Project” at the Management Center.

Between June and September 2013, Harmancı served as the Turkish Cypriot Minister of Tourism, Environment and Culture. He served as the District President for Nicosia and Deputy Secretary General of the Social Democratic Party (TDP). At the 4th General Assembly of TDP he was first elected as the member of the Party Assembly and then as the Secretary General of the Social Democracy Party (TDP). 

The Mayor of NTM Mehmet Harmancı also served as the General Manager of a private Turkish Cypriot company that organizes tours from Europe to the northern part of Cyprus which has been awarded as the 'Best Tour Operator' by various hotels.

Mehmet Harmancı, who was elected Mayor of the Nicosia Turkish Municipality in the June 2014 local elections, successfully represented the Municipality on many international platforms for four years.

In the local elections held on June 24, 2018, President Harmancı was re-elected with 52.84% of the votes that he received from the Turkish Cypriot residents of Nicosia.

Besides his duty as the Mayor of the Capital City, he continues to write articles about literature, politics, tourism and life in general in his blog. Mehmet Harmancı is proficient in English. He is married, with a son.
